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Laugh  and  the  world  laughs 

with  you. 

Cry  and  you're  all  wet 
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Student 

Govemment 

Meeting 

By  PEGGY  CRAWFORD 

At  the  SGA  meeting  held  Mon- 
day, February  3,  it  was  announced 
that  the  elections  for  the  Student 
Goverment  Executive  Board  would 
be  held  February  18  and  19  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  and  the 
elections  for  class  officers  and 
SGA  representatives  will  be  held 
February  24  and  25  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  3:00  p.m. 

An  election  was  held  for  five 
representatives  to  go  to  an  Educa- 
tional Cwiference  in  New  York 
City.  TTiose  elected  were  Joan 
Sweeney,  Terry  Secino,  Tony  Mc- 
Namara,  Bob  O'Reilly,  and  John 
Ma  ion.  These  students  along  with 
Linda  Hansen,  who  is  the  dele- 
gate representing  FSC  at  the  con- 
vention will  attend  the  conference 
March  20-22. 


Dormitory  Girls  Responsible  For  All  Dropouts 


A  statement  was  made  in  the  Administrative  Building 
that  the  reason  for  so  many  girls  dropping  out  of  school,  or 
moving  out  of  the  dorm,  was  that  we  are  so  unfriendly.  How- 
ever, we  believe  that  there  is  some  other  reason  —  "picky" 
little  rules. 

Is  it  true  that  we  are  not  allowed  to  have  Piggy- Banks  in 
our  rooms  because  they  will  be  a  temptation  to  steal?  If  this 
is  so,  should  we  be  allowed  to  have  clothes  in  our  room? 

Is  it  true  that  we  can't  have  liquor  bottles  with  candles  in 
them  for  decorations,  because  they  are  a  temptation  to  drink? 
Did  you  ever  try  sipping  through  a  candle? 

Why  can't  we  have  a  cigarette  machine  in  the  dorm? 
Some  one  in  the  Administration  said  that  it  was  because  it 
would  tempt  non-smokers  to  start  smoking.  Maybe  we  could 
learn  to  socialize  around  the  cigarette  machine. 

As  for  helping  us  resist  temptations  of  the  flesh,  it's  a 
wonder  they  haven't  thought  of  using  salt-peter  yet. 

Is  it  true  that  we  can't  use  the  towel  racks  for  towels? 
Since  we  cannot  use  the  music  room  for  dancing,  we  must  as- 
sume that  they  expect  us  to  use  the  towel  racks  to  practice  our 
ballet,  or  to  hang  onto  when  the  building  tips. 


We  just  couldn't  find  anything  in  the  handbook  that  made 
any  reference  at  all  to  paying  25c  to  be  let  into  our  own  rooms 
when  we  are  locked  out.  We  aren't  even  entitled  to  make  a 
mistake  here ! 

As  long  as  there  is  no  damage  to  this  state  property,  then 
whose  business  is  it  if  we  want  to  live  like  slobs  in  the  rooms 
that  WE  RENT?  We  were  told  that  part  of  our  college  edu- 
cation included  learning  to  live  like  orderly  human  beings. 
Where  do  we  pass  in  our  l.B.M.  cards?  How  many  credits?  By 
the  time  we  got  to  the  the  conflicts  desk,  the  course  was  closed ! 
Oh  Hell,  it  would  have  been  an  overload  anyway ! 

We  don't  want  you  to  think  all  we  do  is  complain  over 
here.  We  would  like  to  thank  whoever  is  responsible  for 
getting  the  less  course  toilet  tissue  for  us.  (when  it  is  avail- 
able? 

From  Us  College  Kids 
P.S.  We  hadn't  finished  writing  this  letter,  when,  at  1  o'clock 
in  the  morning  we  were  informed  that  a  couple  of  these  rules 
were  miraculously  changed.  Was  it  really  just  a  misunder- 
standing? Our  dorm  rules  are  worse  than  New  England 
weather ! 


Freddy  The  Falcon  Is  A  Fraud 

Freddy  the  Falcon,  mascot  of  FSC's  athletic  teams,  hcis  been 
exposed  as  a  fraud.  Justification  for  the  charges  have  been 
obtained  from  Webster's  20th  Century  dictionary. 

Suspicion  was  first  directed  at  our  beloved  mascot  as  a 
result  of  a  small  article  appearing  in  last  Sunday's  Boston  Ad- 
vertiser. According  to  the  artcile,  the  term  "Falcon"  refers  to 
the  female  of  the  species  while  "tercel"  technically  is  the  male. 

Research  done  in  the  area  indicates  that  the  term  falcon 
is  erroniously  applied  to  the  entire  species.  The  falcon  is  more 
Eggressive  than  the  tercel  and  is  the  better  hunter  of  the  two. 

What  are  we  going  to  do  about  Freddy  the  Falcon? 
There  are  several  choices  open  to  loyal  FSC  students. 

First,  we  have  the  choice  of  bringing  him  to  trial  and 
charging  him  with  fraud.  This  could  result  in  either  his  name 
being  changed  to  Frieda  or  his  demotion  to  merely  "Falcon  ". 

Secondly,  we  could  burn  him  in  effigy.  However,  this 
would  result  in  increased  air  pollution,  and  besides,  feathers 
don't  burn. 

Another  possibility  is  to  find  a  different  mascot.  This 
would  take  years  of  contests,  games  and  sheer  determination 
on  the  part  of  a  few  dedicated  individuals.     That's  out. 

Probably  the  best  and  most  reasonable  plan  of  action 
is  to  pretend  we  never  read  about  falcons  actually  being  tercels. 
All  in  favor  say  "Yea,  Freddy!" 

Cultural  Exchange 
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Auditions 
For  Play 

The  play  tentatively  scheduled 
for  April  11,  12  and  13  at  Fitch- 
burg State  College  will  be  "Star 
Spangled  Girl",  written  by  Neil 
Sim  n. 

Mr.  Black  announced  that  all 
students  are  welcome  to  try  out 
fir  the  show.  Audition  dates  a  .d 
tim?s  are  (1)  Monday,  Feb.  10  - 
2:00-3:30  p.m.  in  Room  T-202.  (2) 
Tuesday,  Feb.  11  from  11:00-12:00 
and  1:00-2:00  in  the  English  De- 
partment. (3)  Wednesday,  Feb. 
12  from  1:00-2:00  in  the  En.Kii.sh 
Department.  Those  unablo  to  at- 
tend auditions  at  these  times  are 
urged  to  see  Mr.  Black  on  Thurs- 
day, Feb.  13  between  11:00  and 
12:00  a.m.  in  the  English  Depart- 
ment. 

"Star  Spangled  Girl"  is  one  of 
Neil  Simon's  newest  comedy  hits. 
Among  his  other  plays  are  "A 
Thousand  Clowns",  "Barefoot  in 
the  Park"  and  "The  Odd  Couple". 


A  new  and  exciting  opportunity 
in  England  is  now  offered  to  Col- 
lege students  wanting  to  spend 
next  summer  in  Europe  in  an  in- 
teresting way. 

You  may  help  to  reveal  the 
secrets  cd  a  Roman  villa,  an  iron- 
age  ihill  fort  or  the  structure  of  a 
medieval  town  or  Anglo-Saxon 
cathedral  before  they  disappear, 
perhaps      forever. 

You  may  help  in  this  important 
work,  earn  credits,  make  interna- 
tional friends  and  receive  valuable 
training  in  archaeology,  by  join- 
ing a  program  sponsored  by  the 
Association     for     Cultural     Ex- 


change, the  British  non-profit  or- 
gaoizaticm. 

Volunteers  first  join  a  three- 
week  seminar  for  training  in 
British  archaeology  and  excava- 
tion techniques  at  Merton  College, 
Oxford.  They  then  split  up  into 
small  groups  for  three  or  more 
weeks  "digging"  on  an  arch- 
aeological site.  Total  cost  of  the 
program  is  $725,  including  round- 
trip  air  transportation  from  New 
York.  Part  scholarships  are  avail- 
able to  suitable  students  with  a 
"B"  plus  average. 

Write  now  for  further  details  to 
Professor  Ian  A.  Lowson,  Asso- 
ciation for  Cultural  Exchange,  539 
West  112tJi  Street,  New  York  10025. 


The  Fickled  Fate  Of  The  State 


,'>^ 


Any  institution  which  makes  a  set  of 
rules  through  which  it  hopes  to  prosper  will 
surely  endanger  itself  if  it  fails  to  follow 
these  rules.     This  is  the  fate  of  our  state. 

In  order  to  promote  the  livelihood  of 
its  citizens  and  prevent  abuses  toward  labor- 
ers, the  state  department  has  set  a  mininmum 
wage  which  employers  are  expected  to  pay 
their  employees.  To  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge, this  minimum  wzige  is  presently  set  at 
one  dollar  and  sixty  cents  per  hour.  Yet, 
many  students  working  on  this  campus  and 
other  campuses  under  state  control  are  being 
paid  one  dollar  per  hour  for  work  they  are 
performing.  The  state  very  graciously  pays 
the  students  their  wages  without  taking  any 
taxes  out,  but  the  money  is  still  stubject  to 
teucation  later.  In  actuality  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference because  if  the  state  did  take  teixes 
out,  we  would  get  some  of  the  tax  money 
back  and  still  end  up  with  less  than  one  dol- 
lar an  hour  net  pay. 

Many  students,  including  myself,  ap- 
preciate this  income  because  it's  better  than 
nothing.  In  all  fairness  I  should  mention 
that  it  rather  convenient,  but  this  is  beside 
the  point.    The  state  is  not  giving  this  money 


to  the  students  simply  to  help  them.  The 
state  is  helping  itself.  Many  of  the  posi- 
tions that  students  fill  are  jobs  that  have  to 
be  done.  If  the  students  did  not  do  them, 
the  school  or  state  department  would  have 
to  pay  others  much  more  money  to  perform 
these  tasks.  Imagine  the  money  that  would 
have  to  be  paid  to  people  to  take  the  place 
of  the  college  students  w^ho  work  in  the 
kitchen.  Certainly,  these  people  would  ex- 
pect much  more.  1  often  wonder  what  would 
happen  if  the  students  refused  to  work  in 
the  kitchen  unless  they  were  paid  higher 
wages.  If  the  students  "stuck-together"  the 
results  would  be  "very  interesting." 

My  purpose  is  not  to  hurt  my  school, 
but  to  improve  it.  If  the  school  itself  and 
not  the  state  would  have  to  pay  these  added 
costs,  different  aspects  of  the  problem  would 
have  to  be  considered.  Other  students  who 
work  in  different  areas  receive  wages  which 
are  above  the  minimum  or  at  least  closer  to 
it.  In  all  fairness,  I  suggest  that  all  students 
who  are  working  should,  like  other  people, 
receive  a  decent  wage. 

John  "L" 
Class  of  1972 
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EDITORIALS 


What  An  Age! 

What  an  age  in  which  we  live.  It  is  an  age  of  technology 
and  research.  Man  is  ever  searching  for  and  finding  ways  to 
improve  his  lot.  He  has  developed  computers  capable  of  per- 
forming the  work  of  many  men  in  split  seconds. 

Will  the  computer  finally  eliminate  the  human  element 
from  any  kind  of  "brain  work?"  If  the  conditions  existing 
at  FSC  are  any  indication  of  things  to  come,  this  seems  highly 
unlikely.  As  any  student  who  is  attending  FSC  for  at  least 
his  second  semester  can  verify,  our  IBM  system  is  doing  little 
to  revolutionize  oomputer  science. 

Students  are  complaining  about  mixed  schedules  and 
class  conflicts.  Invariably,  the  IBM  machine  is  the  culprit  or 
perhaps  only  the  scapegoat.  However,  the  biggest  and  most 
vociferous  complaints  Were  voiced  about  the  grades. 

Professors  are  required  to  submit  their  grades  two  days 
after  the  end  of  finals.  Two  and  a  half  weeks  later  students 
had  not  received  their  grades.  In  other  words,  professors  had 
a  minimum  of  two  days  to  figure  averages  and  grades,  while 
an  IBM  machine  took  more  than  two  work  weeks  to  tabulate 
the  final  results. 

It  says  a  lot  for  the  professors  and  not  too  much  for  our 
IBM  machine. 

Enrollment  is  projected  toward  the  five  thousand  mark 
within  the  next  few  years.  At  the  rate  the  IBM  machine  is 
presently  turning  out  grades,  FSC  students  in  the  future  may 
have  to  wait  whole  semesters,  and  maybe  even  years,  to  re- 
ceive ther  grades.     What  any  age ! 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


Stand  On  What? 

Rather  than  ansv^er  the  letters  appearing  in  today's  paper 
with  a  letter,  w^e,  the  KV  editors,  have  decided  to  respond 
through  an  editorial  which  we  hope  will  be  intelligent,  coherent 
and  definite. 

The  Kampus  Vue  is  a  weekly  publication  of  Fitchburg 
State  College.  It  attempts  to  give  students  a  view  of  what  is 
happening  at  their  college.  The  KV  is  solely  by  and  for  the 
students  of  FSC. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Kampus  Vue  trys  to  keeps  news 
strictly  about  campus  events  in  the  paper.  Students  at  FSC 
are  not  isolated  from  new^s  of  the  outside  world.  Many  stu- 
dents commute.  The  dorms  have  televisions  and  radios.  Stu- 
dents are  exposed  to  the  news  daily.  Hence,  we  try  to  fill 
the  KV  with  campus  news. 

The  Kampus  Vue,  at  the  present  time,  is  the  only  pub- 
lication on  campus  other  than  the  Sax.  Many  students  on 
campus  have  some  creative  talent.  The  KV  supplys  an  out- 
let for  this  talent  by  publishing  poetry,  prose  and  even  letters 
written  by  the  students. 

Editorially,  the  KV  has  attempted  to  follow  a  policy 
similar  to  its  news  policy.  We  try  to  give  an  intelligent  state- 
ment on  CAMPiUS  events  and  policy.  Students  are  continu- 
ously exposed  to  editorial  views  on  Vietnam,  SDS,  politics  and 
other  subjects.  For  ths  reason,  the  KV  editors  refrains  from 
editorially  attacking  these  areas. 

For  those  of  you  who  do  not  realize  the  position  of  edi- 
torials, we  would  like  to  explain  it.  Primarily,  an  editorial 
seeks  to  effect  change  through  a  thorough  discussion  of  a  prob- 
lem and  possible  solutions  to  that  problem. 

If  students  are  disturbed  by  anything  that  appears  in  their 
paper,  they  should  feel  free  to  let  us  know.  If  they  would  like 
to  see  other  things  appear  in  the  KV,  they  should  feel  free 
to  cover  the  event  themselves  or  inform  the  staff.  If  possible, 
a  member  of  our  small  staff  will  cover  the  event.  If  a  staff 
member  is  unavailable,  unfortunately,  the  event  will  not  be 
covered. 

We  hope  that  we  have  answered  any  questions  on  KV 
editorial  policy.  Any  student  who  would  like  work  on  the  KV 
staff  should  contact  the  editors  or  attend  the  KV  meeting, 
Thursday  at   1  p.  m.  in  the  KV  office  in  the  New  Dorm. 


2/4/69 
To  the  Editors: 

In  view  of  the  type  of  articles 
most  prevalent  in  recent  issues 
of  KV,  I  find  it  necessary  to 
voice  opposition  to  the  format 
of  this  school  newspaper. 

How  does  KV  differ  greatly,  as 
it  should,  from   any  junior  high 
school  paper?   KV  does,  should, 
and  must  include  news   articles 
of  campus  interest  such  as  social 
and     athletic  events.   It  is     my 
contention    that    KV    expand    its 
format  to  include   more  articles 
of   higher    interest    and    greater 
importance  to  college  students. 
I     ask,   on   the  college     level, 
should  we  not  be  more  interest- 
ed    and  more  active  in     events 
beyond  our  "campus  view?" 
Sincerely, 
Kevin   McShane 
70X 


2/7/69 
To  the  Editors: 

The  suggestion  to  expand  the 
format  of  KV  to  include  articles 
of  "higher  interest  and  greater 
importance"  was  well-timed. 
This  week,  however,  my  sugges- 
tions will  be  voiced  more  strong- 
ly. 

It  is  my  opinion  that,  before 
KV  can  be  elevated  to  the  in- 
terest level  of  a  mature  mind, 
these  changes  must  be  consider- 
ed. 

(1)  Drop  from  the  KV  the 
publication  of  student  poetry.  Is 
a  newspaper  especially  a  news- 
paper with  such  limited  space, 
the  proper  media  for  publication 
of  student  poems? 

I  realize  that  certain  students 
are  voicing  their  opinions  of 
articles  appearing  in  KV  through 
the  use  of  poems.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  all  poems  belong  in 
a  periodic  literary  publication. 
This  should,  perhaps,  be  direct- 
ed to  the  English  Department; 
I  am  not  familiar  with  periodic 
student  literary  publications  ori- 
ginating in  the  English  Depart- 
ment and  I  question  their  exis- 
tence. 

(2)  Eliminate  "social  club" 
(a  misnomer)  news  from  KV. 
These  articles,  which  amount  to 
only  little  more  than  "minutes 
of  the  last  meeting,"  as  with 
student  poetry,  have  no  place  in 
the  college  newspaper. 

A  suggestion  —  cannot  such 
clubs  (social  clubs)  publish  their 
own  newsletters?  Or  better,  unite 
all  social  clubs  into  a  "Social  club 
Newsletter"  available  to  all  stu- 
dents on  request. 

Agreed,  there  is  a  fine-line  be- 
tween what  should  and  wh^t 
should  not  be  included  for  pub- 
lication —  what  is  news-worthy? 
Concerning  social  clubs  on 
campus,  in  my  opinion,  nothing 
short  of  major  importance 
should  be  published;  all  else 
would  be  publication  of  trivia. 
Social  club  news  should  be  car- 
ried via  some  other  media  such 
as  bulletin  board  notices,  news- 
letters, or  circulars  in  campus 
mailboxes. 

(3)  Low-interest  news  items, 
in  effect  "filler"  (rampant  in 
KV)  are  of  little  value  to  those 
of  us  who  read  KV. 

Due  to  limited  column-space 
available,  articles  of  low  interest 
should  not  be  included  for  pub- 
lication yet,  the  caliber  of 
articles  appearing  in  KV  indi- 
cates that  this  policy  is  not  pres- 
ently being  followed.  I  believe 
there  are  students  at  FSC,  hope- 
fully on  the  KV  staff,  who  are 
capable  of  better  news  reporting 
and  better  selection  of  news  to 
be  published  than  has  been  evi- 
denced. 

(4)  Editorials  appearing  in  KV 
should  be  made  intelligent,  voic- 
ing the  strong  opinion  of  the 
editorial  staff. 

Re-read  the  "editorials"  of  last 
week's  KV;  they  are  typical  of 
the  caliber  of  editorials  written 
each  week.  Are  these  editorials? 
Are  they  meaningful?  Or  do  you, 
as  I  do,  look  for  more  from  a 
college-level  newspaper? 

Seldom  have  I  read  a  "con- 
troversial" or  even  a  "strong- 
stand"  editorial  in  our  campus 
newspaper.  Why?  Does  no  one 
at  FSC  raise  his  voice  on  some 
important     issues-     KV    Is     the 


media  and  it  should  be  utilized. 
I  believe  that,  should  these 
suggested  changes  and  alterna- 
tives be  initiated  in  full  or  in 
part,  a  noticeable  improvement 
in  the  interest  level  of  this  col- 
lege's student  newspaper  would 
be  apparent.  "Higher  interest 
and  greater  importance"  is  the 
key  to  this  much  needed  im- 
provement. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin  McShane, 
70X 


Dear    Editor: 

By  being  a  cheerleader,  a  girl 
learns  many  things  —  how  to 
rejoice  in  victory  and  how  to 
wdthstand  the  agony  of  defeat. 
She  also  developes  a  fantastic 
sense  of  loyalty  to  the  team  for 
which  she  is  cheering  —  the 
team's  joys  are  her  joys,  and 
the  team's  disappointments  are 
shared  by  her  also.  Often  times, 
a  cheerleader  experiences  a  bit 
of  frustration  when  she  yells 
"Give  me  an  I",  and  there  is 
no  response  or  reaction  from  the 
crowd. 

At  the  last  game,  I  was  really 
surprised.  From  the  back  of  the 
bleachers  came  a  few  genuine 
cheers  from  a  handful  of  girls 
from  the  seventh  floor  of  High 
Rise.  They  threw  off  the  shack- 
les of  "college  sophistication", 
smiled,  and  gave  the  team  some- 
thing to  play  for.  Maybe  you're 
wondering  if  all  colleges  are  al- 
so too  afraid  to  show  emotion. 
At  almost  every  game  we  have 
attended  away  from  Fitchburg 
State,  the  fraternities  have  a 
large  attendance  at  the  g  mes, 
and  they  put  up  a  sign  or  their 
banner  just  to  let  everyone  know 
that  they  are  around.  Do  our 
fraternities  have  really  that 
many    better    things    to    do?    At 


one  school,  each  fraternity  had 
two  representatives  who  would 
go  out  on  the  floor  and  do  gym- 
nastic cheers  with  the  girl  cheer- 
leaders. I'm  sure  that  a  system 
like  that  would  work  here,  (aw 
go  on) 

I'm  not  asking  everyone  to 
walk  around  singing  the  "Alma 
Mater",  or  to  have  the  basket- 
ball schedule  pinned  on  his 
jacket,  but  once,  at  least,  go  to 
a  game!  There  is  a  pep  band 
who  gives  up  much  of  its  time  to 
spread  a  little  spirit  _  lets  help 
them  out.  There  are  cheerlead- 
ers who  have  spent  many  hours 
practicing,  and  have  had  many 
sore  throats  and  scraped  knees 
—lets  help  them  out.  But  most 
of  all,  there  is  a  team  who  is 
doing  its  very  best.  They  didn't 
have  to  bother  trying  out.  They 
care  —  lets  help  them  out. 

MAC 


Dear  Editor: 

We  all  attend  Fitchburg  State 
College.  Do  we  really  care  what 
the  faculty  of  McGill  Univer- 
sity is  doing?  Surely  there  are 
more  important  things  happen- 
ing on  our  campus  that  should 
appear  in  the  Kampus  Vue. 

Poetry  in  the  paper  is  at  least 
written  by  the  students.  How- 
ever, it  seems  as  though  there 
are  newsworthy  occurances 
which  could  also  appear. 

If  the  paper  is  actually  a  "stu- 
dent" newspaper,  let's  see  i  little 
more  about  the   students. 

D.L.  '71 

Editor's  Note:  You  can't 
please  all  of  the  people  all  of 
the  time. 


Empty  voices  

Chattering.     Clattering.     Arguing.     Shouting. 

Loudly,  importantly 

Saying  nothing. 

Noncommittal  faces 

Smiling  or  frowning 

Raising  an  eyebrow,   tweaking  a  moustache 

Meaning  nothing. 

Scarcely  audible  .  .  . 

Barely  visible  .  .  . 

The  voice  of  truth  — 

The  smile  of  hope 

The  face  of  effort 

Trying  to  make  it 

Facing  myself  every  morning 

Looking  in  the  mirror 

Fighting  to  overcome  disgust  and  shame 

Striving  to  accept  myself 

Straining  to  hear  the  whisper 

Struggling  to  see  the  sunray 

Facing  the  dawn  of  another  day 

Preparing  to  try  again 

— the  Seeker 
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So  I've  Heard . . . 


Pencils 


by  Jo  Ann  Gerde 

A  student  in  one  of  my  classes  got 
severely,  verbally  castigated  several  weeks 
ago,  because  he  unthinkingly  used  a  pencil 
and  not  a  pen  to  write  a  quiz.  There  were 
probably  many  good  reasons  why  he  did  not, 
as  all  good  scholars  do,  use  a  pen.  Perhaps 
he  misplaced  his  pen,  perhaps  his  pen  ran 
out  of  ink  in  a  previous  class.  Perhaps  he 
realized  that  good  stylistic  pencil  writing 
would  compensate  for  his  lack  of  good 
stylistic  creative  writing  ability.  But  the 
fact  remains,  that  pencils  are  definitely  out 
in  the  college  community. 

I  gave  up  my  pencil  for  a  black  scratchy 
nibbed  school  pen  in  the  third  grade  —  two 
years  1  waited  for  the  graduation  from  pencil 
sharpeners  to  inkwells.  We  were  even  al- 
lowed to  use  white  composition  paper  in- 
stead of  that  horrible  yellow  practice  paper. 
Fourth  grade  was  a  time  for  real  ballpoint 
pens. 

However,  pencils  still  have  some  ad- 
vantages over  pens  —  both  fountain  and 
ball.  Pencil  marks  are  easy  to  erase.  Papers 
are  then  neater  and  don't  have  unsightly 
blobs  or  blotter  smudges  or  scratch  outs. 
But  the  pencil's  shortcomings  far  outweigh 
their  strong  points.  The  horrible  scratching 
of  a  number  three  or  four,  for  example,  or 
the  holes  the  sharp  points  make  in  pockets, 
or  the  dirty  fist  you  get  when  you  rub  your 
-land  over  a  completed  paper. 

This  last  mentioned  problem,  the  prob- 
lem of  the  grimy  fist,  doesn't  happen  with 
pens,  because  pens  have  ink  and  ink  soon 
dries  —  if  you  wait  for  it.  Pencils  have 
lead,  and  pencil  lead  isn't  wet  at  the  out- 
set, and  therefore  can  never  dry  at  the  on- 


set. Of  a  fist.  Now  that  I've  clearly  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  pens  are  better  instru- 
ments than  pencils,  I'll  return  to  my  discus- 
sion of  pencils  and  the  joyful  remembrance 
of  my  first  school  pencil. 

I  got  it  in  the  first  grade.  It  was  green. 
And  it  was  round  and  hard  and  scratchy. 
The  eraser  was  not  attached,  so  1  naturally 
kept  losing  it.  But  the  green  pencil  was 
all  mine.  It  said  something  on  it,  I  don't  re- 
member what,  and  ithad  a  silver  eagle  on 
it.  I  used  to  make  sure,  when  I  was  using 
it  that  the  silver  eagle  was  facing  me,  like 
the  label  on  a  baseball  bat  should  face  you 
so  the  bat  won't  crack  when  you  hit  a  home 
run.  The  writing  was  on  the  other  side  so 
a  never  remembered  what  it  said.  But  I'll 
never  forget  that  silver  eagle. 

Nor  will  I  ever  forget  Mother's  trip  to 
the  insurance  company  every  year  to  insure 
the  car.  She  would  always  come  home  with 
ten  pencils  —  five  for  big  brother,  and  five 
for  me.  They  all  had  six  flat  sides  and  said 
John  Smith  Insurance  Agency  on  them.  Big 
brother  got  white  ones  and  mine  were  yellow 
so  we  could  tell  them  apart  and  not  fight. 

When  I  got  older  I  bought  my  own  — 
number  two.  Because  John's  Smith's  were 
number  threes  and  scratched  too  much.  Be- 
sides, mother  always  said  I  was  too  good  for 
John  Smith  Insurance  Agency  pencils. 
Number  two's  were  great  because  they  had 
softer  lead  and  I  bought  them  myself.  They 
sufficed  until  I  found  out  about  HB  drawing 
pencils.      Oh  wow! 

But  now  all  those  good  times  are  gone. 
I  m  in  college  and  can't  use  pencils.  They  are 
frowned  upon  when  you're  a  scholar.  And 
when  someone  says  "get  the  lead  out,"  I've 
got  to  explain  that  it's  ink. 


Getting  Rich  Quick 

If  not,  just  look  at  it  from  the  bright  side.  You  may 
be  helping  someone  else  to  get  rich.  The  second  semester 
history  syllabus  is  a  huge  volume  of  thirty-one  pages  and  costs 
students  $1.40.  Each  page  of  this  booklet  is  approximately 
eleven  inches  by  eight  and  one-half  inches.  Including  the 
cover,  this  booklet  is  made  up  of  seventeen  sheets  of  folded 
paper  measuring  eleven  inches  by  seventeen  inches.  Students 
are  being  charged  over  eight  cent  for  each  piece.  The  paper 
would  not  cost  anywhere  near  this  price  if  it  was  bought  piece 
by  piece,  and  since  this  booklets  are  being  printed  in  volume, 
a  discount  on  the  paper  seems  obvious.  I  realize  that  the  print- 
ing must  cost  something,  but  let's  not  kid  ourselves. 

Who  are  we  financing?  If  you  find  out,  let  me  know  so 
1  can  declare  them  as  a  dependant  on  my  tax  form. 

As  a  possible  solution  to  this  problem  I  suggest  an  in- 
vestigation by  the  Student  Government  Association.  It  was 
also  suggested  that  the  printing  of  the  syllabuses  might  become 
a  project  for  the  industrial  arts  classes  in  order  to  save  the 
school  and  the  students  some  money.  I  should  think  that 
these  booklets  could  be  printed  for  well  under  fifty  cents  each. 
Who  is  making  about  one  dollar  on  each  syllabus?  With  well 
over  one  hundred  syllabuses  being  sold  to  students  taking 
History  of  Civilization  II,  this  could  be  grand  larceny. 

John  "L" 
Class   of    1972 


^WANT  A  QUICK  CUP  OF^ 
COFFEE  BETWEEN 

CLASSES  OR  A 

COMPLETE   WARM 

MEAL,  —  COME  OVER, 

TO  THE  .  .  . 

CAMPUS  SPA 

179  MYRTLE  AVE. 
343-9540 


For  Your  Choice 

Of  Top  Quality  Fruit 

ORANGES  --  APPLES 

PEARS  --  GRAPEFRUITS 

STOP  AT 

Walscn's  Market 

Fruit  Tast«  Great 

And 
It's  Good  For  You 


Love    Matters 

It's  the  only  sinew  strong  enough 

To  sting  the  days  on. 

And  strong  enough  so  that  even  by 

Pulling  in  opposite  directions 

We  can't  make  the  frayed  places 

Give  way. 

After  all,  the  parting  of  a  few 

Frayed  strands  of  surface  hemp 

Let's  the  hard,  metallic  fiber  of  the  core 

Shine  through. 

S.  E. 


Big  Twin-H   Beefburgers 

Howdy  Beef   Is  Always 
Fresh  —  Never  Froxen 


Vertigo 

Is  this  a  "take-what-you-can-get-world" 

Or  a   "give-it-all-you've-got-world"  ? 

Is  the  struggle  all  worth  while 

Or  is  it  hopeless  just  to  try? 

Shall  I  give  my  last  of  courage 

When  I  need  it  for  myself? 

Does  it  matter?      Does  it  count? 

Is  there  anyone  who  sees  me  try 

Who  notices  I  care 

And  who  gives  a  damn  for  me 

In  return? 

If  there's  anyone  around 

Who  can  see  the  battle  rage 

Won't  he  give  a  little  cheer 

So  I'll  know  I'm  not  alone 

In  this  "take-and-what-you-can-get," 

Cold  world? 

— the  Seeker 


Tasty   Fish   Fillet  Sandwich 
Thick  Shakes 


140  WATER  ST. 


'Howdy  Sets  The  Standard' 

345-1243 
Williams  Bros.  Management 


Fitchburg 
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Remember  Your   Loved   Ones        T^\i«#r»   ^fB^\m 

VALENTINES  DAY  cards  .-d  gifts 
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We    Have    Received    A    Limited    Amount   Of 
Elxtra   Space   At   Elbow   Beach 
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FSC  Bows  To  Westfield 


By  GARY  MITCHELL 

Before  a  packed  house  of 
about  250  FSC  fans,  the  Falcon 
basketball  team  dropped  an  83 
to  70  decision  at  the  hands  of  a 
well-drilled,  sharp-shooting  ball 
club  from  Westfield  State  Col- 
lege. Westfield  jumped  out  to  a 
quick  10  to  nothing  lead,  and  it 
wasn't  until  almost  3  minutes 
had  passed  before  Pete  Sardelis 
broke  the  ice  with  a  free  throw, 
making  the  score  10  to  1.  Then 
the  tide  started  to  turn  for  the 
home  team,  as  Don  Kelly,  play- 
ing a  very  alert  and  aggressive 
defense,  stole  the  ball  a  couple 
of  times,  and  also  forced  the 
visitors  into  a  few  miscues. 
Along  with  the  sharpshooting  of 
former  Fitchburg  High's  Pete 
Sardelis,  the  Falcons  fought  back 
to  make  the  score  19  to  13,  as 
now  they  were  only  down  by  6. 
Then,  Westfield  got  hot,  and  the 
green  and  white  got  ice  cold. 
When  time-out  was  called  by 
the  Falcons  at  the  7  minute  mark 
of  the  first  half,  and  the  dust 
cleared,  FSC  was  down,  29  to 
15.  The  half  saw  the  score,  39  to 
24,  in  favor  of  Westfield. 

The  second  half  saw  much  of 
the  same,  as  the  Falcons  were 
down  52  to  30  at  the  10  minute 
mark  in  the  second  half.  The 
only  bright  spots  were  occasion- 
al hoops  by  Jim  McCormack  and 
Pete  Sardelis,  along  with  the 
playmaking  of  Ken  Starrett,  who 
seems  to  be  improving  with 
every  game.  As  the  final  whistle 
blew,  Fitchburg  was  on  the  short 
end  of  a  83  to  70  score. 

Jim   McCormack  led  the   Fal- 


cons in  scoring  with  18  points, 
followed  by  Pete  Sardelis  with 
17  and  rookie  Maurice  Lagasse 
with  11. 

In  the  JV  tilt,  Fitchburg  was 
again  on  the  short  end,  this  time 
by  a  59  to  49  score.  The  Falcons 
stayed  close  throughout  the  ball 
game,  behind  the  fantastic  shoot- 
ing of  freshman  Steve  Finneron, 
who  finished  with  21  points  for 
the  night.  He  was  followed  in 
the  scoring  honors  by  transfer 
student  John  WosmonsW,  who 
canned  11.  The  team  was  given 

FSC  Sinks 
Colby  College 

By  GARY  MFTCHELL 

Last  Thiu-sday  evening  saw  the 
Falcons  finally  put  everything 
together  as  they  came  up  with  a 
big  93  to  72  decision  over  Colby 
College.  The  score  at  the  end 
of  the  first  half  was  45-34,  in 
favor  of  the  home  team.  High 
scoring  honors  went  to  fresh- 
man Maurice  Lagasse,  who 
seems  to  get  better  as  the  sea- 
son rolls  along.  The  line  score 
is  as  follows: 
Name  FG    FT  Total 

Starrett    2       1         5 

Murphy    9       0       18 

McCormick   6       1       13 

Sardelis   4       6       14 

KeUy    4       1         9 

Lagassee  7       8       22 

Breton   1       1         3 

Lagerstron    2       4         8 

Fisher    0       0         0 

Finneron    0       1         1 


a  tough  blow  when  Steve  O'NeU, 
who  injured  his  back  in  the 
game,  was  reportedly  out  for 
the  season. 

Track  Season 
To  Begin 
On  March  3 

By  GARY  MITCHELL 

Coach  Dave  Settele  has  an- 
nounced that  track  season  will 
officially  begin  on  March  3  be- 
tween 5:30  and  8  in  the  gym- 
nasium. It  will  run  every  night 
at  this  same  time  period.  All 
boys  interested  in  joining  this 
year's  track  team  should  contact 
Coach  Settele  for  further  infor- 
mation. A  few  of  the  team  mem- 
bers have  already  been  working 
out,  and  have  recently  competed 
in  the  AAU  meet  held  last  Wed- 
nesday at  MIT.  Those  who  par- 
ticipated were  milers  Don  Burn- 
ham  and  Phil  Knowlton,  and  the 
mile  relay  team,  which  consist- 
ed of  Jim  Steffineides,  Tom  Bis- 
sonette,  John  Jordan,  and  Ron 
Rossado.  The  relay  team  finished 
third.  This  same  relay  team  will 
compete  in  the  Colby  Invitation- 
al Meet  on  March  1,  along  wdth 
Jeff  O'Neil  as  an  alternate. 

Coach  Settele  wishes  to  re- 
mind anyone  who  would  like  to 
start  a  weight  training  program, 
that  the  small  gym  will  be  open 
Monday  through  Friday  between 
3  and  5  in  the  afternoon.  This 
will  give  some  of  the  boys  a 
chance  to  get  themselves  in 
shape  before  the  season  officially 
starts  on  March  3. 


Feb.  8  —  Mission  Impossible 


By  GARY  MITCHELL 

It  was  a  cold,  wind-swept 
night  as  husky  Jim  McCormick 
came  into  Coach  Lee  Cunning- 
ham's office,  prior  to  the  start 
of  Satiu-days'  game  against 
Rhode  Island  College.  The  dis- 
cussion which  followed  sounded 
something  like  this: 

Jim,  study  this  picture  care- 
fully. This  is  the  Rhode  Island 
College  basketball  team.  They 
are  coming  into  the  game  tonight 
with  a  15-1  record,  a  94  pt.  per 
game  average,  and  a  50%  aver- 
age from  the  floor,  which  means 
that  for  every  two  shots  they 
take,  they  make  one.  In  other 
words,  Jim,  you  must  realize 
that  just  about  every  time  they 
get  their  hands  on  the  basket- 
ball, they  will  score.  Your  mis- 
sion,   Jim,    will    be    to    go    into 

Intramural 
Basketball 

After  returning  from  semester 
break,  the  Men's  Intramural 
Board  met  last  weekend  and  de- 
cided to  shorten  intramural 
basketball  to  a  single  elimina- 
tion tournament.  According  to 
Coach  Lee  Cunningham,  MIB 
advisor,  this  move  was  made 
necessary  because  of  the  lack 
of  availability  of  the  gym  for 
the  many  intramural  games  that 
were  schedided.  The  new 
schedule  calls  for  a  single  eli- 
mination tournament  vdth  the 
final  championship  game  coming 
on  Friday,  Feb.  28.  Previous 
team  standings  were  only  used 
in  figuring  out  the  schedule  of 
games. 

In  the  first  night  of  basketball 
competition  under  the  new 
schedule  saw  the  Mohawk  A's 
defeat  Green  II  of  Pi  Sigma 
Upsilon  by  a  43  to  12  score.  Jim 
Miller  of  the  Mohawks  lead  aU 
the  scoring  while  Dick  Cole  of 
Green  II  played  a  great  game 
in   defeat. 

Also  on  Feb.  5,  Alpha  Phi 
Omega  beat  the  Gav  Phi  team 
34  to  23.  Sal  Ciufetti  played  a 
great  game  for  the  APO's  both 
offensively   and  defensively. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of 
the  remaining  games  to  be  play- 
ed in  the  toiu-nament. 

February    5 

APO  34 
PHI  23 


Green  II  1 2 
Mohawk  A  43 
February    1 0 
GDI 
ESO  C 


Green   I 
Holzman's 


February    1  3 
White 
Ruthie's 


Rolling  Stones 
Large' 8 


February  I  7 
CB*8 
Merchants 


ESO  B 
Hustlers 


the  game  with  your  4-10  record, 
and  beat  RIC.  The  way  I  sug- 
gest to  do  this,  Jim,  will  be  to 
slow  the  ball  imtil  we  have  an 
easy  shot.  Keep  working  the 
ball  imtil  an  opening  appears 
and  then  take  it.  This  way,  no 
matter  if  they  score  or  not,  we'll 
stay  with  them  all  the  way.  I 
also  must  remind  you  and  your 
team,  Jim,  that  if  you  are 
caught  on  the  losing  end,  the  few 
fans  that  saw  you  play  and  even 
those  who  don't  give  a  D  M 
if  you  played  or  not,  wiU  call 
you  and  your  whole  team  a 
bunch  of  bums  and  will  pledge 
not  to  support  you  anymore. 
Good  luck,  Jim! 

But  unlike  the  TV  version,  this 
story  did  not  have  a  happy  end- 
ing. With  7  seconds  left  to  go 
in  the  game,  the  scoreboard 
read,  "Home-51,  Visitors-00".  At 
the  end  of  the  game,  it  read  51 
to  03.  The  final  score,  however, 
was  not  51  to  3,  but  103  to  51. 
To  say  the  least,  the  Falcons 
were  tremendously  outmanned 
and  outclassed.  They  lived  up  to 
their  statistics.  They  hit  an  im- 
believable  67%  from  the  floor. 
This  meant  that  for  every  3 
shots  they  took,  they  made  2. 
WOW!  !  ! 

Before  Monday  nights'  game 
against  Westfield,  the  team  had 
decided  to  play  a  wide  open 
game;  that  is,  to  shoot  when- 
ever they  had  a  decent  shot. 
The  result:  Westf'.eld  jumped  off 
to  a  quick  10  to  0  lead,  and 
eventually  went  on  to  beat  the 
home  team  by  a  substantial 
score. 

Th'orsday  night  they  put  every- 
thing together  and  came  up  with 
a  big  vnn  over  Curry  College. 
But  Curry  was  nothing  like 
Westfield  or  RIC.  The  3  top 
teams  in  our  conference  are 
Boston  State,  Westfield,  and  RIC. 
So,  when  Saturday's  game  roll- 
ed around,  the  team  decided  to 
play  a  sort  of  cat  and  mouse 
game.  They  tried  to  slow  the 
game  down.  The  results  were 
not  bad  after  6  minutes  had 
passed.  The  score  was  something 
like  8  to  2,  in  favor  of  R'C. 
From  the  stands,  it  looked  like 
FSC  did  not  want  to  shoot,  even 
if  they  had  "the  shot."  But 
from  the  coaches  standpoint, 
they  did  not  have  a  chance  to 
shoot.  True,  they  slowed  the  ball 
down,  but  they  lost  the  baU  3 
or  4  times  on  turnovers  (travel- 
ing, bad  passes,  etc.).  Then,  RIC 
played  great  defense.  FSC  could- 
n't buy  an  open  shot.  This,  along 
with  the  fact  that  RIC  shot  67% 
from  the  floor,  and  FSC  shot  a 
miserable  31%  from  the  floor, 
accoimted  for  the  103  to  51  win. 

For  the  home  team,  Pat  Mur- 
phy was  high  scorer  with  13, 
followed  by  Jim  McCormick 
with  12,  and  Pete  Sardelis  with 
10. 

Wednesday  night  the  Falcons 
play  Lowell  and  Friday  they  play 
Keene,  both  at  home.  Coach 
Cimningham  feels  that  with  a 
little  support  (HINT),  the  Fal- 
cons can  bring  their  record  from 
4-11  to  6-11. 

See  you  Wednesday  night!  !  !  ! 


barber! 

SHOP 
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CORNER   CEDAR    ind    PEARL    Stt. 
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■Closed  Wednesday- 
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